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Description

Many intelligent agents such as assistants, artificial teachers, and recommender systems provide
suggestions to users. Often these suggestions may be inaccurate or irrelevant [1], which can lead
users to become adverse to the agent's suggestions, and overall may lead to a low acceptability of
these systems [2]. One idea to create more acceptable agents is for them to actively account for
and monitor users' adversity to suggestions, when deciding whether or not to provide a particular
suggestion.

However, little is known quantitatively about user adversity, which makes this approach currently
unfeasible. The goal of this internship is precisely to fill that gap. More precisely, the goal of the
student will be to characterize adversity through several empirical studies. In particular, how does
adversity to suggestions evolve over time when no suggestions are provided? How does this
adversity evolve when relevant/irrelevant suggestions are provided, and how much does this
adversity depend on the past suggestions? It is stressed that these empirical studies will need to
have a high ecological validity.

Required skills
e Programming skills
e Interest in user modeling
e Design of experiments

Context
The intern will be hosted at the ISIR Laboratory at Sorbonne Université (Paris).
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